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School math . standards don’t add up

By Kevin Van DE WEGE

SKILLED-LABOR JOBS
have long been the backbone of
the North Olympic Peninsuda.

They put
food on the
table and pay
the mortgage
for.many of
our local fami-
lies. o

" And the
abundance of
natural
Tesources here
means there
will continue
to be skilled-labor jobs'well into .
the future.

However, our current state
math standards do not align with
the math skills needed for these
jobs.

. Instead, corporate business
leaders and politicians, most of
whom have never taught in a
classroom, have set the lofty goal
of having every student success-
fully complete math through Alge-
bra II and pass high-stakes math
tests in order to graduate.

The Washington Assessment of
Student Learning, or WASL, dates
all the wayback to 1993..

Van De Wege -

Although it was originally
intended to simply compare
schools, it has evolved into a test

- that determines a stident’s sue-

cess or faikure. -

It is time-consuming, stressful o

and expensive for the state to

. administer.

It 1s alsb subjective, as stu-
dents’ answers are hand-scored,
including the extended response
math portion of the test.

Educators have told me that a

‘student can get most math ques-

tiohs correct and still score lower
than a stodent who gets most
questions wrong - if the latter
showed how they got the answer
wrong and the former simply
answered the question.

Does this make sense to you?

In 2007, the state tried to fix
this dilerama.

We threw out the WASL for
future classes and replaced it with
end-of-course exams with less sub-
Jective and time-consuming ques-
tions.

However, to make this transi-
tion, we needed time and money,
neither of which we have.

None of this matters to about
45 percent of Washington’s stu-

' dents who would pass any math

reqmrements we mandate,

- whether it’s the WASL, end-of:
‘course exams, ar the SAT

But for the other 55 percent,
math is becoming a barrier to on-

- time graduation.

Their diplomas and future suc-
cess are tied to exams that have
not yvet been written and will not
have time to be field<tested.

Plus, they are forced to take

math classes that often have no
‘connection to their post-secondary

plans.

Recently; Wash.mgton State
Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion Randy Dorn proposed that we
would be better off with two math
tracks in our high schools: a basic
and a proficient track.

" The basic math track would

- still provide students with four

credits of high school math, but
the sequence would focus on prac-
tical math needed for dirvect entry
to the work force or vocational
training.

Basic math graduates would be
ready to enter community college
or apprenticeships, and have the

" kind of skills needed to be success-

ful.’
Meapwhile, students on the
proficlent math track would fol-

iow a sequence through Algebra

‘T, and have a strong preparation

for study at a four-year college or
university.

Ta me, this makes sense.

Both tracks would supply more
rigorous math and make high
school diplomas worth more,

They provide for a broader
array of math options in our high
schools and ensure that our kids
can compete after graduation for
all kinds of careers. -

However, initial reaction to
Dormn’s propesal in Olympia and
within:the business community
has not been positive.

Gov. Chrig Gregoire sad she
“strongly disagreed” with it.

A Seatile Times editorial called
the proposal “unacceptable” and
blamed problems on the need for
more experienced math teachers
{but did not propose how to recruit
more experienced math teachers).

The (Tacoma /News Tribune
calls it “all wrong.”

I call it common sense. .

The math bar we have get in
our high schools is not necessarily
the right bar for everyone.

Let’s keep the bar high, but
give students new ways to reach

forit.

Asa professmnal ﬁreﬁghter, I

have never ence used Algebra IT in
my career, but T use vocational
math skills, such as figuring out
weights and measurements,
nearly every day,

It makes sense that we give
students a way to hone those
skills earlier rather than latex

The truth s, kids need math to
succeed — no matter which path -
they choose in life.

But the kind of math they need
is not the same for every student.

Let’s give them some options so
that whether they travel to the far
corners of the globe or stay right
here on the North Olympic Penin-
sula after high school, they are
highly prepared for any challenge
they may face.

- Kevin Van De Wege is a 24th
District state representative who
lives in Sequim.

His district includes Clallam
and Jefferson counties, and parts
of Grays Harbor County.

He can be reached at
vandewege. kevin@leg.wa.gov or
at 860-582-9830 (Sequim
office) or 360-786-7916 (Olympic

office).

See “Have Your Say” below on
how to send us a Point of View.




